Name _______________________________________   Date ______________________________  Period ___

Quickwrite List:

Planning for the College Admissions Essay

AVID Standard 4.9  Write successful personal statements for specific college admission essay prompts
Directions:  Write 5-10 minutes on one of the topics listed below daily.  Write the date and topic at the top of a piece of paper.  Write quickly, without stopping or editing.  For each quickwrite, revisit what was written, add new thoughts, details, extensions, etc. to your original ideas.

#1: How have you taken advantage of the educational opportunities you have had to prepare for college? (University of California)

#2: Describe one of the best conversations you’ve had. (Stanford)

#3: Describe your room at home.  In what ways does your room reflect you as a person? (Claremont-McKenna)

#4: Describe your most embarrassing moment and how you regained your composure (if you did).  (Pepperdine)

#5: What was the best day of your life?  The worst?  Describe one or both.  (Northwestern).

#6: How are your experiences as a teenager different from those of your friends?  (Northwestern).

#7: Describe a personally challenging ethical or moral dilemma. How did you resolve the situation? (Pepperdine)

#8: What qualities do you value most in yourself? Why? (Smith)

#9: Discuss an interesting setback you’ve experienced in your academic or personal life and how it affected you and your view of the world. (Amherst)

#10: In what ways do you hope or expect to be changed by your collegiate experience? (Mount Holyoke)

#11: What aspect of your city, neighborhood, or community has had an impact on you? Explain.  (Northwestern)

#12: What aspect of popular culture intrigues you? Why? (Johns Hopkins)

#13: If you were to write a book, on what theme or subject matter would it be based? Why? (Stanford)

#14: What technological innovation of this century has most affected your family, community, or nation?(Notre Dame)

#15: The scientist’s responsibility to society is different from that of other citizens. Explain how this statement might be true. (California Institute of Technology)
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