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Name of the person whose essay you are peer reviewing: ________________________________________________

Whish prompt are you reviewing:  1     or     2  (circle one)
For each row below, circle the description that best rates the essay.

	College Admission Essay: Rubric

When you receive letters of acceptance from the colleges to which you have applied, you will know you have earned a “very effective” evaluation.  In the meantime, the following rubric should give you ideas about writing and evaluating college admission essays.

	Very Effective
	Effective
	Somewhat Effective
	Ineffective

	· Responds to the prompt creatively and provocatively.
	· Responds to the prompt.
	· Attempts to respond to the prompt, but may not do so entirely.
	· Does not fully address the prompt or is off topic/misses the point of the prompt.

	· Reveals something important about the writer of significance to the audience.
	· Reveals something interesting about the writer.
	· Reveals something about the writer, but its significance may be unclear.
	· Tells little of significance about the writer.

	· Has a strong, novel introduction that compels the reader to continue.
	· Has an interesting introduction.
	· Has a somewhat engaging introduction, but gaps are apparent.
	· Has a bland introduction that is unlikely to capture the reader’s interest.

	· Is rich in sensory details, showing attributes of the writer rather than telling about them; images bring the writer to life.
	· Includes enough detail to engage the reader and reveal attributes of the writer, mostly shows, but may occasionally tell.
	· Includes some details, but not enough to bring the writer’s attributes to focus; tends to tell more than show.
	· Does not include enough detail to convey attributes of the writer.

	· Dialogue is mixed skillfully with description/narration; there are no places where dialogue seems to be missing.
	· Dialogue is engaging, not distracting; there may be a place or two where additional dialogue would enhance the essay.
	· Dialogue is distracting rather than engaging; places exist where dialogue would enhance overall appeal.
	· Dialogue is mundane or poorly phrased; places exist where dialogue would enhance overall appeal.

	· Organization is logical and interesting.
	· Is organized appropriately.
	· Is organized in an inconsistent manner or is somewhat illogical.
	· Is organized inappropriately or ineffectively.

	· Contains richly detailed sensory images and varied vocabulary.
	· Contains sensory images and appropriate vocabulary.
	· Contains workable, but not very effective vocabulary.
	· Contains some simplistic and/or incorrect vocabulary that interferes with communication.

	· Contains varied sentence structure.
	· Contains sound sentence structure.
	· Sentence structure may demonstrate problems/lack variety.
	· Sentence structure problems interfere with communication.

	· Has few, if any, mechanical errors.
	· May have some mechanical errors, but none that interfere with the understanding.
	· Has some mechanical errors that interfere with understanding.
	· Has many mechanical errors that interfere with understanding.


List at least 2 points the writer made that sparked your interest: ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe at least 2 areas that were unclear and/or need improvement, be specific: ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Word Count: ______
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